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Philip Gray, President of CUF National, to explain why “Catholicism Works!!” Nov. 5
Philip Gray, JCL, officially became president of Catholics United for the Faith in
February of 2017. In a March 19, 2017, letter to the membership, Philip explained that, “On Feb. 4, 2017, the Board of Directors of Catholics United for the
Faith unanimously voted to affiliate by amendment of by-laws to the St. Joseph
Foundation. On that same day, the Board of Directors of the St. Joseph Foundation voted to unanimously accept the affiliation and the fiduciary duty to reinvigorate the mission of our sister apostolate [Catholics United for the Faith]. This act
made me the President of Catholics United for the Faith.” Philip further stated
that, as president, he will “pursue three apostolic outreaches: (1) to provide a
competent staff willing to assist members and Chapters in understanding the Faith,
(2) to provide information services such as Faith Facts, the Lay Witness newsletter,
and researched materials, and, (3) to complete the addition of pre-K and K levels of
the Faith and Life Catechism Series.” Finally, Philip points out that The St.
Joseph Foundation was founded in 1984 to help the faithful in defending and
vindicating their rights under Canon Law, while Catholics United for the Faith is
a membership organization directed toward Catechesis. It is important that we
continue to support both organizations. Come and hear Philip Gray, a husband, father, successful business entrepreneur, and Canon lawyer explain why:

In This Issue
Page
1 Philip Gray to discuss
“Catholicism Works!!”
2 Book of the month:

“The Apostles and Their
Times” by Mike Aquilina
2 Contact CUF
3 “Chaos in Christianity”
An interview with Bishop
Fabian Bruskewitz
Bin

olic Register

(Editorial)

“Catholicism Works!!”
WHERE: St. John the Evangelist Church Hall
8500 W. Cold Spring Road (enter from North parking lot)
WHEN: Sunday, November 5
TIME: 2:00 p.m. – Program 1:45 p.m. Rosary
quire Social Democrats”

Annual, November dues notice is enclosed as an insert to this Newsletter
Our gratitude and appreciation is extended to all of you who so generously contribute to the financial needs of the
Chapter. For your convenience (i.e., no more “clipping”), the return form for contributions is included as an insert to the
paper copy of this Newsletter, and as an attachment to the e-Newsletter. You might like to know that our present cost for
each first class Newsletter is $1.05, and $0.70 when delivered by the Post Office through its Bulk Mail service. In
addition to printing and mailing, we also have costs related to each monthly meeting that include a fee for use of a
facility, and sometimes a travelling expense and/or offering for the speaker. Thus, we would also appreciate any
contribution from those who receive the e-Newsletter and Bulk Mail copy. For each of the last few years our expenses have
exceeded our income. If that trend continues, to start, we will probably have to discontinue the Bulk Mail Newsletter.

Bishop Athanasius Schneider, of Astana, Kazakhstan, to speak in La Crosse, Oct. 23
The Most Reverend Bishop Athanasius Schneider will discuss “Our Lady of Fatima and the Crisis in the Church,” on
Monday, October 23, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. at St. James the Less Catholic Church, 1032 Caledonia Street, in La Crosse,
Wisconsin, 54603. The presentation is being presented by Providence Academy. Bishop Schneider will also be celebrating a Pontifical High Mass in the Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite on Tuesday, October 24, at 6:00 p.m. at the
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Bishop Schneider grew up in the underground Catholic Church of the Soviet Union
and his family immigrated to West Germany in 1973. He was ordained a priest in 1990, and consecrated bishop in 2006.
He travels the world celebrating Pontifical High Masses in the Extraordinary Form.

“Chaos in Christianity,” continued from page 3
mation, historical misrepresentations, and normal human bigotry have contributed to many never having the opportunity to obtain an
objective
PAGE 2and true understanding of the rupture of Christianity that occurred in Europe 500 years ago.
Is there any truth in Protestantism?
First, let me repeat that there actually is no such thing as “Protestantism.” What is called Protestantism is only a collection of thousands of
churches, denominations, religions, sects, and cults, which are contradicting each other. Second, yes certainly, there is some truth in nearly
all of these groupings. However, this is like asserting that rat poison has a great deal of nourishing food in it, without saying that there are
other seriously negative elements there too.
Did anything good come from the Protestant Reformation?
The Catholic Church Counter-Reformation, especially the Ecumenical Council of Trent, enabled the Catholic Church to adjust her
discipline for
‘ the better and to proclaim the truths of the true faith with greater clarity and precision. Many new religious orders and some
great saints arose in the Church also at that time by the arrangement of God’s loving Providence.
Can Christianity ever be united once more in one body of believers?
Humanly
Humanlyspeaking
speakingthis seems nearly impossible. However, the almighty power of God makes all things possible (Matthew 19:26).
How should Catholics observe the 500th anniversary of the beginning of Protestantism?
Prayer is most important. We should pray as Jesus did the night before He died. “…that they all may be one, even as You, Father, are one
in Me and I in You, that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me” (John 17:21). We should study our
Catholic Faith regularly and read and meditate on the words of Sacred Scripture, as well as being extremely familiar with such books as
“The Catechism of the Catholic Church.”

Watch “The Journey Home,” on EWTN cable TV at 7:00 p.m., every Monday evening
As the interview with Bishop Bruskewitz points out, it was 500 years ago, on October 31, 1517, that Martin Luther nailed
his 95 Theses to the door of the Church in Wittenberg, Germany, separating himself from the Catholic Church and creating his own “Luthern” church. At this time, it might be well for Catholics to become familiar with the specific issues that
attract Protestants to the Catholic Church. “Journey Home” is hosted by Marcus Grodi, who spends an hour every week,
with a Catholic convert, discussing the guest’s journey to Catholicism. Marcus Grodi is a former Presbyterian Minister,
who entered the Church in the early 1990s, a few years after his good friend, and Presbyterian seminary classmate, Scott
Hahn, became Catholic. It is an excellent program you might want to record, especially if 7:00 p.m. is difficult for you.

Catechetical Corner: What is meant by the term, “Holy Sacrifice of the Mass?”
can
Answer: The “Holy Sacrifice of the Mass” defines the Mass properly as the un-bloody sacrifice of the body and blood of
Christ. It is the re-presentation of the same sacrifice as that of Christ on the Cross.
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Book of the Month: The Apostles and Their Times
Author: Mike Aquilina
Publisher: Sophia Institute Press, 2017
“Relying on ancient documents and the latest archeological findings, acclaimed author Mike Aquilina
takes you on a journey through the Apostolic Age,
bringing to life the ancient streets and crowded
marketplaces through which Mary and the Apostles
journeyed as they built a Church that lasts even to our
day. You’ll also discover the beliefs of the early
Christians, what they taught about the Eucharist and
the divinity of Christ, how their Church services
resemble today’s Mass, and how Rome became the
spiritual center for Christianity. Read these pages,
and you’ll come to see that despite the best efforts of
their enemies, the blood of the Apostles did not snuff
out the Faith but brought forth great saints whose
holy deeds and brave examples gave the besieged
Church a vigor that remains today. The Apostles
and Their Times will give you confidence that the
Church is indeed Christ acting in the world, and that
no matter how ruthless her opponents, she will
endure to the end of time.”
Contributors of $12 or more per year to the Chapter receive
discounts on books displayed at CUF meetings, and receive the
Newsletter by First Class Mail.

“Chaos in Christianity”
EMPLOYEE
NEWSLETTER
Bishop
Bruskewitz

reflects on the Reformation, need for prayer
By: S.L. Hansen

Southern Nebraska Register, p. 16
September 29, 2017
(SNR) – With the 500th anniversary of
the Protestant movement coming at the
end of this October, it is important for
Catholic Christians to understand
some of the facts behind that movement. It is also a good idea to prepare
for the inevitable conversations that
might result as Protestant friends and
family members mark the occasion.
In a recent conversation with the
Southern Nebraska Register, Bishop Fabian Bruskewitz, the emeritus Bishop of
Lincoln, spoke about some of the effects of Protestantism on Christianity
and offered some advice for Catholics
who may have an opportunity to correct
misunderstandings and perhaps help to
rebuild unity in Christianity.
How would you describe the Reformation itself?
I would first say that the very word
seems to be flawed and inaccurate,
since nothing was “reformed.” Basically
what happened was that large numbers
of people left the Catholic Church and
formed and invented numerous new
man-made churches, denominations, religions, sects, and cults, which continue
even to this day to multiply in number,
making chaos of what had been once a
generally traditionally unified Christanity.
What is the effect of that chaos?
In the Western World, religion in general has fallen out of favor in large part
because of the divisions in Christianity,
which are viewed as appalling and embarrassing. Christianity is often held in
disdain by the wider secular world.
Also, centuries of scandalous Christian
disunity, with the accompanied history
of quarrels and wars, frequently form a
serious impediment to the ability to
present to our modern world the truth
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Meanwhile non-Christian religions are currently advancing.

What were the conditions that enabled
the Protestant movement to take hold?

Don’t Protestant Churches also agree
on “sola Scriptura?”

There are many factors that made this
happen. There are library shelves filled
with books about the origins of the socalled Protestant Reformation. Some secular matters were involved, such as the rise
of nationalism in 16th century Europe,
economic injustice and turmoil, the evolution of modern European languages, etc.
Although the Catholic Church was
guaranteed to maintain divine revelation
perfectly intact in her doctrines by Jesus

That slogan (“The Bible alone”), a sort
of battle-cry of Luther and some of his
first followers did not work out, since
there were (and are) almost as many
contradictory interpretations of the
Bible as there were (and are) Protestant
leaders and preachers (Zwingli, Calvin,
Mary Baker Eddy, Jimmy Swaggert,
Billy Graham, etc.). Also, the words
found in the Bible itself clearly and
plainly contradict and refute that slogan. Then too, today many modern
Protestants simply reject the Bible as
nothing but a collection of myths, fictional tales, and ancient falsehoods.

“…there are more than
30,000 various Protestant
religions, churches, sects,
and cults in our world
today.”
Himself (Matthew 28:20; John 14:16-17;26;
16:7-30; etc.), the sins, fault, and many
human failings on the part of some Catholics at that era provided the tinder for the
flames of the religious revolt to make some
headway. However, as someone pointed
out, when one has a cinder in his eye, it
really does not cure the problem by pulling
. out the eye.
How was Christianity shattered?
There is a current estimate, which I think is
a good one, which claims that there are
more than 30,000 various Protestant religions, churches, denominations, sects, and
cults in our world today. They are in disagreement with each other, and basically
agree only on one thing, namely, that they
are not Catholic. Lutheranism itself now is
divided into various churches and denominations, which seriously disagree among
themselves and contradict each other. In
Wittenberg, the German city where Martin
Luther had invented his new religion, starting in October of 1517, the overwhelming
majority of the people now living there are
atheists. Lutherans are only a tiny minority.

Why is Luther’s “sola Scriptura” a
mistake?
When our Savior founded His Catholic Church (Matthew 16:13-20) as the
“pillar and ground of truth” (1
Timothy 3:15), He left no instructions
to distribute Bibles. His command
was to teach (Matthew 28:20), to make
disciples, and to baptize. It would have
made no sense to have the Apostles
passing out Bibles for many reasons:
First, at that time there were no Bibles.
The New Testament writings had not
yet been compiled and authenticated.
This was done for the first time, in the
4th century by the Bishops of the Catholic Church. Second, the majority of
the human race was (and still is) illiterate. Third, until paper came into common usage in the 13th century and until Guttenberg, (a Catholic, by the way),
invented printing with a moveable type
in the 15th century, books were very
rare and very expensive and only accessible to a few people.
Are modern Protestants really that far
removed from the Reformation?
Many are. The religious controversies
and bitter polemics over the centuries,
along with human prejudices, misinforContinued on page 2
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THE FALL-WINTER-SPRING SCHEDULE:
November 5

CATHOLICISM WORKS!!, by Philip Gray (at St. John Church Hall)

December 10

MSGR. POPEK BIRTHDAY/CHRISTMAS DINNER

February 18

AFTERNOON OF RECOLLECTION, by Fr. James Kubicki, S.J. (at Sacred Heart Church)

March18

TO BE ANNOUNCED

April 15

TO BE ANNOUNCED

May 20

TO BE ANNOUNCED

September 16

TO BE ANNOUNCED

October 21

MSGR. POPEK AWARD DINNER----Recipient: Reverend John Belmonte, S.J.
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To Support, Defend and Advance the Efforts of the Teaching Church
To Support, Defend and Advance
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