C

ws
atholics

U

nited

for the

Affirming Authentic Catholicism in Milwaukee

F

aith

St. Gre gory V II Ch apter
Ma rch, 2 009

FR. JAMES KUBICKI, S.J., TO GIVE “LENTEN MEDITATION” ON MARCH 22
Our Chapter’s Spiritual Director, Fr. James Kubicki, S.J., will present an
“afternoon of recollection” on Sunday, March 22, to again provide us with his
very valuable, and always appreciated, spiritual direction during this Lenten
season. His meditations will help us enjoy a more faith-filled Lent, so we can
be properly prepared for a joyous Easter. His presentation this year will focus
on St. Therese and the “Little Way” to holiness that she proposed.
Fr. Kubicki is the national director of the Apostleship of Prayer, a 160 year old
organization that directs attention to the Pope’s monthly prayer intentions and
encourages devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, especially through the daily
recitation of the “Morning Offering,” in which we pray: “O Jesus, through the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, I offer thee all my prayers, works, joys and
sufferings of this day for all the intentions of Thy Sacred Heart, in union with
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass throughout the world, in reparation for all my
sins, for the intentions of all our associates, and in particular for the special
intentions of our Holy Father, Pope Benedict, XVI.”
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As part of his work at the Apostleship, Fr. Kubicki also travels throughout the
country giving talks, retreats, and parish missions. In addition, he is a regular
contributor to RELEVANT RADIO (100.1 FM). PLEASE JOIN US AND
BRING A FRIEND to hear Fr. James Kubicki discuss:
“THE LITTLE WAY OF ST. THERESE”
WHERE: Sacred Heart Church (not Parish Hall)
917 North 49th Street
(one block north of Wells St.)
WHEN: SUNDAY, March 22
TIME: 2:00 p.m. - Meeting
1:45 p.m. - Rosary

BEST WISHES, AND THANK YOU, TO ARCHBISHOP DOLAN AS HE HEADS TO NEW YORK
On behalf of the officers and members of this CUF chapter, we congratulate Archbishop Timothy Dolan on his new
assignment in New York, and we extend our deep gratitude for his almost seven years of dedicated service to this archdiocese. We wish him every blessing in the challenges and opportunities that await him, as he continues to so faithfully
serve Christ’s church. When asked by a reporter in New York what they could expect from Archbishop Dolan, our
Chapter president, Al Szews, responded that, “New York’s gain is our loss…He will not only be your bishop, he’ll be your
priest…He truly believes that Jesus Christ is in charge and he is merely an instrument” (“Dolan has always had an embracing
persona” by Gary Stern, The Journal News, February 25, 2009). Archbishop Dolan will always have the thoughts and
prayers of his many friends in Milwaukee, all of whom will most certainly miss him.

PRO-LIFE WISCONSIN TO CELEBRATE ITS “SPRING AWARDS DINNER’ ON APRIL 18
Pro-Life Wisconsin will honor its “Legislator of the Year” and “Activist of the Year” on Saturday, April 18, at the Hotel
Mead in Wisconsin Rapids. The guest speaker will be Scott Southworth, district attorney of Juneau County. For more
information contact Pro-Life Wisconsin at 1-262-796-1111, or, http://www.prolifewisconsin.org.

CATHOLIC HOMESCHOOL CONFERENCE AT STATE FAIR PARK ON APRIL 24-25
Our CUF Chapter will again have a table at this excellent conference. Please call (414-321-9377) if you would like to
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volunteer to work either Friday evening or Saturday. It will be held at the Tommy G. Thompson Youth Center at the
north end of the State Fair grounds, and is open to the public. The conference is sponsored by the Greater Milwaukee
Catholic Home Educators and is open from 5:00 – 9:00 p.m. on Friday, and from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. on Saturday.
The keynote speaker Friday night will be the Most Rev. William P. Callahan, OFM Conv., Auxiliary Bishop of Milwaukee. The keynote speaker on Saturday will be Andrew Pudewa, founder of the Institute for Excellence in Writing. In
total, there will be about 20 speakers for parents and teens. For registration information contact www.GMCHE.com

PLAN TO ATTEND INSTITUTE ON RELIGIOUS LIFE MEETING APRIL 17-19 IN MUNDELEIN
Milwaukee Auxiliary Bishop William P. Callahan, OFM Conv., will celebrate the 4:00 p.m. Mass on Saturday, April 18,
and will host the banquet dinner that evening, at which Rev. Michael Scanlan, T.O.R., will receive the 2009 Pro
Fidelitate et Virtute Award, given annually to individuals or groups who manifest a strong love for the church and a
zealous commitment to the consecrated life. Fr. Scanlan is a past President, and Chancellor, of Franciscan University of
Steubenville, Ohio. For a conference schedule, accommodations and costs, call (847) 573-8975, contact
irlstaff@religiouslife.com, or write, P.O. Box 7500, Libertyville, IL 60048-7500. The conference is sponsored by the
Institute on Religious Life and is held at the University of St. Mary of the Lake – Mundelein Seminary, which is a short,
one hour drive from Milwaukee. Registration by March 31 is requested.

OREGON BISHOP CONTINUES TO OPPOSE “SAFE ENVIRONMENT” PROGRAMS
. a November, 2008, column in his diocesan newspaper, Bishop Robert Vasa of Baker, Oregon, continued to defend
In
his opposition to parish “safe environment” programs. In a column devoted to “courage and hope,” the bishop
acknowledged that his “active rejection of safe environment programs for children as an unjustified intrusion on both the
innocence of the child and the integrity of the family reflects a glimmer of courage.” But, Bishop Vasa continued that he
was simply “responding to the courageous resistance to these things already manifested by hundreds of concerned and
faithful Catholic laity. They are the real bearers of the badges of courage. In the midst of their own schools and parishes
they have borne insult, rejection, repudiation, and even discrimination because of their firm upholding of the truth. I am
most proud to represent and support them…” (The Catholic World Report, January, 2009, p.19) To contact Bishop Vasa,
write to: Most Rev. Robert F. Vasa, Bishop of Baker, P.O. Box 5999, Bend, Oregon 97708
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with holy fire, Trappist Father M.
Raymond shows that the reality of who
you are in Christ is much greater than
you think. Indeed, the spiritual realities
that Father Raymond unveils are beyond
the wildest dreams of most believers. He
reveals how Almighty God actually needs
you, how you can live your life in the
fullness of God’s freedom, and how – no
matter what – you can even stand in the
world as straight as Christ Himself.
Father Raymond also gives you the keys to
unlock the mysteries of pain and of
success and failure. In a startling way, he
even discloses the mysteries of the future
itself.”
Contributors of $12 or more to the Chapter per
year are entitled to discounts on all books displayed
at CUF meetings.

THE MYSTERY OF FAITH
EMPLOYEE NEWSLETTER

By Fr. Kenneth Baker, S.J., Editor
Homiletic & Pastoral Review, January, 2009
The text of the Roman Missal at the
consecration of the wine refers to it as
“the Mystery of Faith” (Myssterium
Fidei). It is a mystery of faith because
wonderful, miraculous things take
place during the celebration that have
eternal effects and because, during the
Mass, ultimate worship of God is
given and grace is poured out on
those present and on those for whom
the Mass is offered.
The celebration of the Mass is the
most important thing that the
Church does each day. It is the most
important daily activity of priests. St.
John Vianney said that, if we really
understood what is happening at
Mass, we would die. I assume that he
was referring here to the statement in
the Old Testament that no one can
see God and live – and God becomes
present on the altar during the Mass.
The Mass is a mystery of faith because
there is an essential connection
between it and the sacrificial death of
Jesus Christ on Calvary two thousand
years ago. The Mass is not a new
sacrifice of Christ because Jesus is
now glorified at the right hand of the
Father in heaven. Death no longer
has power over him so he cannot
suffer. The Christ present at Mass is
the glorified Christ, as he now is in
heaven.
Because of the words of Jesus
directing his apostles to repeat what
he did at the Last Supper when he
said, “Do this in memory of me,” we
know from divine revelation what
happens at Mass, but we do not know
how it takes place. So when the
ordained priest says the words of
consecration over the bread and wine,
by the almighty power of God the
bread is changed into the Body of
Christ and the wine is changed into
his Blood.

In his book on the Mass, Cardinal
Charles Journet, a Swiss theologian,
defined the Mass as “the unbloody
presence of the unique bloody sacrifice of the cross.” The Mass and
Calvary are the same sacrifice, only
the mode of offering is different. On
the cross it was bloody and brutal,

“The Mass is a mystery
of faith because there
is an essential
connection between it
and the sacrificial
death of Christ on
Calvary…”
while in the Mass it is unbloody
and peaceful.
The Mass, therefore, is not a different sacrifice from that of
Calvary – it is the same offering,
only the presence is different.
Journet says that “presence” here
must be understood as analogous.
So the glorified Christ is
substantially present under the
appearances of bread and wine.
That is why the marvelous change
effected at Mass is called
“transubstantiation”
by
the
Catholic Church.
When the
grace of Calvary is applied to
those who partake of the Mass,
this is his “operative presence.”
Christ is present in various ways –
in Scripture, in the Church, in
the other sacraments, in the
Eucharist, in grace in the soul. A
sacrifice requires the offering of
something; if it is living, it is
called a victim. In the Mass

Christ is both the victim and the
priest, the same as on Calvary, but
now Christ operates through the
priest and offers himself to the
Father in reparation for our sins.
The heart of the Mass, the most
important part, is the consecration,
when the priest, acting in persona
Christi, says in the first person,
“This is my Body” and “this is my
Blood.” Cardinal Journet stresses
that the Mass today is not a
repetition of Calvary; it is rather
making the unique sacrifice of
Calvary present now on the altar in
an unbloody manner.
The importance of the Mass in the
life of a Catholic is obvious from
the fact that all are required, under
pain of mortal sin, to attend Mass
on Sundays and Holy Days.
Receiving Communion is required
only once a year.
The miraculous change into the
Body and Blood of Christ is called
“transubstantiation.” This means
that the substance of bread and
wine is changed by the power of
God into the substance of the Body
and Blood of Christ. The Church
rejects the view of Luther who said
that Christ is present along with the
bread – a theory that is called
“impanation.”
In the Mass Christ offers himself to
the Father. To gain spiritual fruit
from the Mass we should interiorly
offer ourselves with Christ to the
Father. This is truly the “active
participation” recommended by
Vatican II.
To order HPR call: 1-800-651-1531
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