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STATE REP. MARK GUNDRUM TO TELL OF HIS EXPERIENCE IN IRAQ
State Representative Mark Gundrum, who represents the 84th assembly
district in New Berlin, returned home on November 16 after serving a nine
month deployment to Iraq with the Army Reserve 432nd Civil Affairs Battalion
based in Green Bay. Mark, who is an attorney, is a captain in the Judge
Advocate General Corps. He served as a senior rule of law adviser for the U.S.
Embassy and Multi-National Corps-Iraq.
While Mark’s absence was difficult for him, it was especially hard for his wife,
Mary, and their six children, ranging in age from 20 months to 11 years. Mary
and the children were able to speak to Mark weekly through video conferencing
and Mary kept him informed through a “Letters to Daddy” blog she created,
which she filled with photos of the children. Mark and his family are members
of St. John the Evangelist Parish in Greenfield, and their older children attend
Mercy Academy.
Mark is a strong pro-life and pro-family advocate in the assembly, where he
most recently led the victorious battle for the “Marriage Amendment” to the
State Constitution. Come, with your friends, to hear MARK GUNDRUM
share a few reflections from,
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“MY YEAR IN IRAQ”
WHERE: BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH HALL

South 41st St. and Oklahoma Avenue
Enter parking lot from S. 40th St.

(Use door at SE corner of Church.)
WHEN: SUNDAY, JANUARY 18
TIME: 2:00 p.m. - Program
1:45 p.m. - Rosary

V.P. OF AMERICAN LIFE LEAGUE, JIM SEDLAK, TO SPEAK AT LUNCHEON ON JANUARY 17
Plan to attend the RALLY FOR LIFE on Saturday, January 17, at Three Holy Women Parish (St. Rita’s Church campus)
in Milwaukee. It is being sponsored by Pro-Life Wisconsin and the Milwaukee chapter of Citizens for a Pro-Life Society.
The Rally will begin with Mass at 9:30 a.m., followed by prayer witness at Affiliated Medical Services abortuary, located at
1428 North Farwell in Milwaukee.
Mass and the prayer witness will be followed by a luncheon and keynote address by JIM SEDLAK in the Three Holy
Women church hall. In addition to being the vice-president of American Life League (ALL), Jim Sedlak is also the
director of STOPP, an arm of American Life League that focuses on Planned Parenthood, and he is considered to be the
nation’s leading expert on the subject of Planned Parenthood. Through their work at ALL, Jim Sedlak and David Bereit
have recorded a four-CD audio set which reveals the truth about how Planned Parenthood is harming your
community…and what you can do about it. To order the CD set call 866-LET-LIVE. Jim is an excellent speaker who
will answer your questions, and can explain how Planned Parenthood is encouraging sexual activity among our children.
The morning Mass and the prayer witness are free and open to the public, but reservations are required for the luncheon
and keynote address by Jim Sedlak. The cost of the luncheon is $20 per adult, and $12 for children 12 and under. To
register for this luncheon, and excellent presentation by Jim Sedlak, call (262) 796-1111.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR, MSGR. ALPHONSE POPEK AWARD DINNER SET FOR OCTOBER 18
Mark your calendar now for the annual Msgr. Alphonse Popek Award Dinner which will be held on Sunday, October
PAGE 2
18. As was announced previously, the recipient for 2009 is Rev. Herbert Schubert. Registration information will be
mailed at a later date. Again, our congratulations to Fr. Schubert and we look forward to the dinner.

A REMINDER TO CHECK WITH WISN FOR MEETING CANCELLATION IN BAD WEATHER
To find out whether or not a CUF meeting has been cancelled due to snow or bad weather, go to Channel 12 TV and/or
www.wisn.com. A decision to cancel a meeting would be made, most likely, on the morning of the meeting.

VATICAN HAS ISSUED INSTRUCTIONS ON USE OF PSYCHOLOGY FOR SEMINARIES
.
According
to an article in the January, 2009, issue of The Catholic World Report, the Vatican has issued instructions on
the use of psychology to help assess candidates for the priesthood. The 15 page document was introduced at an
October 30 press conference chaired by Cardinal Zenon Grocholewski, the prefect of the Congregation for Catholic
Education, which prepared the guidelines.
Cardinal Grocholewski observed “that the Code of Canon Law requires bishops to assure themselves that every
candidate for ordination to the priesthood has the proper character and formation to serve in ministry. The Polish
Cardinal pointed out that the new Vatican document cites this canonical provision three times, driving home the
message that the bishop ‘must have moral certainty that the candidate’s suitability has been positively established and
that, in the case of a substantiated doubt, cannot proceed to ordination.’ Psychological testing can help the bishop to
gain that certainty…”
The document, however, emphasizes that psychological analysis is no substitute for sound spiritual formation. It
stipulates that “spiritual direction can in no way be substituted by forms of analysis or psychological assistance, and
that the spiritual life, of itself, favors growth in the human virtues if no blocks of a psychological nature exist.”
“At the press conference introducing the document, Cardinal Grocholewski reiterated that even celibate homosexuals
cannot be ordained to the priesthood. ‘The candidate does not necessarily have to practice homosexuality’ to be
excluded from ordination…he can even be without sin. But if he has this deeply seated tendency, he cannot be
admitted to priestly ministry…we are not talking about whether he commits sins, but whether this deeply rooted
tendency remains.” (p. 7)
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Book of the Month: “Chosen and Cherished”
Author: Kimberly Hahn
Publisher: Servant Books, 2007
“The first in a series of Bible studies based
on Proverbs 31, Chosen and Cherished offers
tools to help you build your marriage on the
firm foundation of faith. Applying sacred
Scripture, Church teach-ing and pastoral
wisdom, Kimberly Hahn helps you explore:
- conflict resolution in your marriage
- communication skills with your spouse
- setting shared financial goals
- healing the wounds of unfaithfulness, and
- cultivating a spirit of generosity toward
your spouse
Discussion questions help you apply the
material to your own life and make the
book a valuable resource for small-group
discussion.”
Contributors of $12 or more to the Chapter per year
are entitled to discounts on all books displayed at
CUF meetings.

A Cultural Earthquake
EMPLOYEE NEWSLETTER

Cardinal Stafford was right.
Editorial by George Neumayr, Editor
The Catholic World Report, January, 2009, page 1

During the 2008 campaign, Barack
Obama’s supporters often cast his
candidacy in sweeping terms, seeing
in him the consummation of all
things “progressive.” Obama, said his
fans in a frequent refrain, is the “one
we have been waiting for.” In June of
2008, the San Francisco Chronicle’s
Web site posted a commentary piece
by one supporter that called Obama a
“Lightworker” – “that rare kind of
attuned being who has the ability to
lead us not merely to new foreign
policies or health care plans or whatnot, but who can actually help usher
in a new way of being on the planet…” Even Obama’s more sedate supporters, such as retired American general Colin Powell, described him regularly as a “transformational figure.”
So why, then, the furor over Cardinal
J. Francis Stafford’s description of
Obama’s election as a “cultural
earthquake?” Why did the same
media that had encouraged a dramatic understanding of Obama’s election suddenly object to a critic who
saw it in similarly momentous terms?
CNN called Stafford’s remarks in a
speech at Catholic University in November a “rant” and “diatribe.” Apparently one isn’t permitted in polite
society to refer to Obama’s election as
revolutionary unless the statement is
meant positively. Cardinal Stafford
also made the mistake of taking
Obama’s stated agenda and 100 per
cent pro-abortion voting record
seriously. “If Obama, Biden, and the
new Congress are determined to
implement the anti-life agenda which
they spelled out before the election, I
foresee the next several years as being
among the most divisive in our
nation’s history,” said Stafford. “If
their proposals should be initiated
and enacted, it would be impossible
for the American bishops to repeat in
the future what their predecessors de-

scribed the United States in 1884 as
“this home of freedom.” Doug Kmiec,
former dean of Catholic University’s
law school, dismissed Stafford’s comments as a “caricature,” and declared
“that President Obama has far more in
common with our great faith tradition
than any political administration in
recent memory.” He added that the

“What God has joined
together, Obama
intends to put
asunder.”
“change” President Obama speaks of
is the same transformation of culture
that the cardinal has worked for all
his life in Christ’s name. That would
come as a surprise to Obama’s most
fervent supporters. It should also
come as a surprise to anyone who
visits www.change.gov, the “official
Web site of the Obama-Biden
Presidential
Transition
Team.”
There visitors are assured
that
Obama “has been a consistent
champion of reproductive choice and
will make preserving women’s rights
under Roe v. Wade a priority as
President.”
The tremors of the cultural earthquake of which Stafford speaks
appear here and there on the Web
site: it promises, among other things,
“research of human embryonic stem
cells
derived
from
embryos,”
increased funding for “comprehensive sex education,” “full civil unions”
for homosexuals, and an end to “insurance discrimination against contraception.” Barack Obama measures
progress not by growing adherence to
the natural moral law but by its
abolition. A small but telling sign of
the radical relativism that underpins
his plans for America is that
change.gov contains a special section
devoted to the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender Community. The

section promises “to repeal the
Defense of Marriage Act and enact
legislation that would ensure that the
1,100+ federal legal rights and
benefits currently provided on the
basis of marital status are extended
to same-sex couples in civil unions
and other legally-recognized unions.”
What God has joined together,
Obama intends to put asunder.
Stafford’s speech holds up perfectly
well. America is, indeed, moving
toward division, not unity, and division of the deepest kind: a widening, institutionalized separation of
America from God’s intentions for
man. Obama’s stated agenda represents a broader and more ambitious rejection of the natural moral
law than the country has ever seen.
Without the natural law to inform
his eloquent phrases, they don’t
mean anything. “Peace” isn’t built
on violence against the weak.
“Unity” isn’t achieved without
objective truth. “Freedom” can’t
survive the slavery of sin. “Rights”
aren’t coherent if they cancel each
other out. And true “hope” doesn’t
exist in a country unless a person can
be born into it without an attempt
on his life. The source of America’s
promise lies in unfolding respect for
rights and goods determined by God.
That’s the measurement of hope.
But where those rights and goods are
uprooted or redefined by politicians
in an affront to God and harm to
man, that’s an index of despair. In
his victory speech, Obama spoke of
realizing the “dream” of America’s
founders and said Americans “may
not get there in one year or even one
term, but America – I have never
been more hopeful than I am tonight
that we will get there. I promise you
–we as a people will get there.” But
where is “there?” Is it the fulfillment
of a dream or the beginning of a
nightmare?
Some very dark shadows fall
beneath Obama’s rainbow, and
Church leaders like Cardinal
Stafford are right to point them out.
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