
       

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fr. James Kubicki, S.J., to present an “Afternoon of Recollection” on Feb. 15 
Fr. Kubicki is an excellent speaker who is very much in demand for missions, 
retreats, and talks around the country.  Our Chapter is very fortunate that Fr. 
Kubicki is willing to be our Chapter’s Spiritual Advisor, and also willing to help 
us enjoy a faith-filled Lent, and a more joyous Easter celebration. Every year, after 
Fr. Kubicki’s talk, we hear, “I never knew that!” or, “That’s really interesting!” 

Fr. Kubicki is the National Director of the Apostleship of Prayer, a 160 year-
old organization that directs attention to the Pope’s monthly prayer intentions, 
and encourages devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  We highly recommend 
Fr. Kubicki’s recent (2012) book:  A Heart  on Fire  – Rediscover ing Devot ion 
to  the  Sacred Heart  o f  Je sus , which is available for purchase at our meetings.  
In addition, Fr. Kubicki is heard on Relevant Radio, 1640 AM or 100.1 FM.   

March 28, 2015, will be the 500th anniversary of the birth of the great Carme-
lite mystic, and Doctor of the Church, St .  Teresa of  Avi la .  To help us cele-
brate, and prepare for Lent and Easter, Fr. Kubicki will lead us in an “Afternoon 
of Recollection,” titled: 

.         “Praying the Our Father with St. Teresa of Avila, 

                 Pope Benedict XVI, and the Catechism ” 
                         WHERE:  Sacred Heart Church  

                                               917 North 49th Street 

                                             (One block north of Wells St.) 

                             WHEN:  Sunday, February 15 

                        TIME:  2:00 p.m. - program    1:45 p.m. - Rosary 
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                        Affirming Authentic Catholicism in Milwaukee 

  

Plan to attend the Ninth Annual Men of Christ Conference on March 14 
The Ninth Annual Men of Christ Conference, titled “The Power of an Integrated Life – Faith, Family and Work,” 
will be held on Saturday, March 14, at the Milwaukee Theater.  The early morning Mass will begin at 7:00 a.m. with Fr. 
Rick Heilman, and the program will begin at 9:00 a.m.   Speakers include Fr. Larry Richards, who will discuss the need 
for male leadership, John Pridmore, who’s powerful story demonstrates God’s mercy, and Devin Schadt, the co-founder 
of the Fathers of St. Joseph.   Devin will discuss the necessity and power of fatherhood.  Men are encouraged to bring 
their boys – there will be age-appropriate sessions for youth 8th grade and below, and also for high school students.  In 
addition, over 90 priests will be on hand to hear confessions throughout the day.  The conference will conclude with 
Mass at 4:00 p.m., celebrated by Archbishop Listicki.  Tickets are $43 each ($38 if purchase 5 or more), and $22 for 
students.  Early-bird pricing available before February 24.  For more information, or to register, visit: menofchrist.net  

The February All-Night Vigil will be held on Feb. 6-7 at Gesu Church 
The February All-Night Vigil will be held on Friday, Feb. 6 and Saturday, Feb. 7 at Gesu Church on 12th Street and 
Wisconsin Avenue.  The opening Mass will begin Friday night at 8:00 p.m., followed by a procession with the Blessed 
Sacrament, Adoration, talks, prayers, and confessions through the night, concluding with First Saturday Mass at 5:00 
a.m.  Come and stay as long as you can.  For more information, or if you need a ride, call 414-254-2790. 
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Book of the Month: “The Primacy of the Church of Rome” 
Author:  By Margherita Guarducci 
Publisher:  Ignatius Press, 2003 
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If your parish is using this 2009 text, Cathol ic  Essent ia l s , in your high school or Confirmation program, you may want to 
have a discussion with your pastor.  This book, published by Ave Maria Press and written by Michael Amodei, contains, 
what we believe, are serious problems, making it unacceptable as a Catholic catechetical text.   A major error is found on 
page 273 where the author defines Sanctifying grace as “the habitual, permanent grace received in Baptism that enables 
us to live with God, act by his love, and inherit Heaven.” (underlining added)   Checking the Index of the book, the 
students will find page “273” as the only page reference for “Sanctifying grace.”  Sadly, the students are never told that 
sanctifying grace is not permanent, or that mortal sin removes sanctifying grace, and the sacrament of Confession returns 
one to the “state of grace” -- which is required for salvation at the time of death.   
 
The Catechism of  the Cathol ic  Church  clearly explains that, “Mortal sin…results in the loss of charity and the privation 
[loss] of sanctifying grace, that is, of the state of grace.  If it is not redeemed by repentance and God’s forgiveness, it 
causes exclusion from Christ’s kingdom and the eternal death of hell…” (#1861)   In addition, #1415 states that, “Anyone 
who desires to receive Christ in Eucharistic communion must be in the state of grace.” 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 hell  

“Margherita Guarducci, acclaimed scholar of an-
cient literature, extending her research to various 
disciplines, such as philology, ancient history, 
archaeology and epigraphy, demonstrates how they 
contribute toward clarifying and resolving a cen-
turies-old problem:  the primacy of the Church of 
Rome over the other Christian churches.   
 
The resulting picture spans over two millennia of 
history, illuminated by several ‘primacies’ of Chris-
tianity, gathered and evaluated together for the 
first time:  ownership of the oldest Christian basil-
ica (the Lateran Basilica), the oldest portrait of 
Christ, the oldest icon of Mary, the oldest Chris-
tian statue, and, most importantly, the oldest relics 
that are surely authentic, those of St. Peter in St. 
Peter’s Basilica.”   
 
Contributors of $12 or more per year to the Chapter receive 
discounts on books displayed at CUF meetings, and receive 
the Newsletter by First Class Mail. 

 

  Catholics United for the Faith 

Beware of popular, high school catechetical text titled “Catholic Essentials” 

“Catechetical Corner”   
Quest ion :   What are The Six Precepts of the Church? 
Answer :  1) To attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation, 2) To confess your sins at least once a year, 3) To 
receive Holy Communion at least during the Easter season, 4) To observe the Holy Days of Obligation, 5) To observe the 
days of fasting and abstinence and, 6) To contribute to the support of the Church. 

During February, Pope Francis has asked that we pray for two intentions:  1) Prisoners.  That prisoners, especially the 
young, may be able to rebuild lives of dignity, and 2) Separated Spouses.  That married people who are separated, may find 
welcome and support in the Christian community.    For information, visit:  apostleshipofprayer.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The February, 2015, Prayer Intentions published by Pope Francis 

 

Unfortunately, Catholic Books and Gifts, on 74th and Greenfield, will close Feb. 28 
Area Catholics are saddened by the news that Catholic Books and Gifts, which began 30 years ago in Brookfield, will close 
on Saturday, Feb. 28.  Patrons are invited to come in and take advantage of the continued markdowns through the month 
of February.  We are very grateful for many years of dedicated service, and pray a buyer may be found to purchase the store.  
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“Science Increasingly Makes the Case for God” 
by Eric Metaxas 

The Wall Street Journal, Friday, December 26, 2014, p. A11 
Mr. Metaxas is the author, most recently, of “Miracles:  What They Are, Why They Happen, and How They Can Change 

Your Life”  (Dutton Adult, 2014). 

                                                                               
 
  

 
 

 
 
 

  
                                                                                    

In 1966 Time magazine ran a cover 
story asking:  Is God Dead?  Many have 
accepted the cultural narrative that he’s 
obsolete – that as science progresses, 
there is less need for a “God” to explain 
the universe.  Yet it turns out that the 
rumors of God’s death were premature.  
More amazing is that the relatively re-
cent case for his existence comes from a 
surprising place – science itself.  Here’s 
the story: The same year Time featured 
the now-famous headline, the astron-
omer Carl Sagan announced that there 
were two important criteria for a planet 
to support life:  The right kind of star, 
and a planet the right distance from 
that star.  Given the roughly octillion – 
1 followed by 24 zeros – planets in the 
universe, there should have been about 
septillion – 1 followed by 21 zeros – 
planets capable of supporting life.   

With such spectacular odds, the Search 
for Extraterrestrial Intelligence, a large, 
expensive collection of private and pub-
licly funded projects launched in the 
1960s, was sure to turn up something 
soon.  Scientists listened with a vast 
radio telescopic network for signals that 
resembled coded intelligence and were 
not merely random.  But as years 
passed, the silence from the rest of the 
universe was deafening.  Congress de-
funded SETI in 1993, but the search 
continues with private funds.  As of 
2014, researches have discovered pre-
cisely bubkis – 0 followed by nothing.  
What happened?  As our knowledge of 
the universe increased, it became clear 
that there were far more factors neces-
sary for life than Sagan supposed.  His 
two parameters grew to 10 and then 20 
and then 50, and so the number of po-
tentially life-supporting planets de-
creased accordingly.   The number 
dropped to a few thousand planets and 
kept on plummeting.  Even SETI 
proponents acknowledged the problem. 
Peter Schenkel  wrote  in  a  2006  piece  

 

 

 

 
“The fine-tuning 

necessary for life to exist 
on a planet is nothing 

compared with the fine-
tuning required for the 
universe to exist at all.”  

   
 
known parameters necessary  for a planet to 
support life – every single one of which 
must be perfectly met, or the whole thing 
falls apart  Without  a massive planet like 
Jupiter nearby, whose gravity will draw away 
asteroids, a thousand times as many would 
hit Earth’s surface.  The odds against life in 
the universe are simply astonishing. 
 
Yet here we are, not only existing, but talk-
ing about existing.  What can account for it?  
Can every one of those many parameters 
have been perfect by accident?  At what 
point is it fair to admit that science suggests 
that we cannot be the result of random 
forces?  Doesn’t assuming that an intel-
ligence created these perfect conditions 
require far less faith than believing that a 
life-sustaining Earth just happened to beat 
the inconceivable odds to come into being? 
 
There’s more.  The fine-tuning necessary for 
life to exist on a planet is nothing compared 
with  the  fine-tuning  required  for the  uni- 
 
 
 
 
 

verse to exist at all.  For example, astro-
physicists now know that the values of 
the four fundamental forces – gravity, 
the electromagnetic force, and the 
“strong” and “weak” nuclear forces – 
were determined less than one 
millionth of a second after the big 
bang.  Alter any one value and the 
universe could not exist.  For instance, 
if the ratio between the nuclear strong 
force and the electromagnetic force had 
been off by the tiniest fraction of the 
tiniest fraction – by even one part in 
100,000,000,000,000,000 – then no 
stars could have ever formed at all.  
Feel free to gulp. 
 
Multiply that single parameter by all 
the other necessary conditions, and the 
odds against the universe existing are 
so heart-stoppingly astronomical that 
the notion that it all “just happened”  
defies common sense.  It would be like 
tossing a coin and having it come up 
heads 10 quintillion times in a row.   
Really? 
 
Fred Hoyle, the astronomer who 
coined the term “big bang,” said that  
his atheism was “greatly shaken” at 
these developments.  He later wrote 
that “a common-sense interpretation of 
the facts suggests that a super-intellect 
has monkeyed with the physics, as well 
as with chemistry and biology…The 
numbers one calculates from the facts 
seem to me so overwhelming as to put 
this conclusion almost beyond ques-
tion.” Theoretical physicist Paul Davies 
has said that “the appearance of design 
is overwhelming” and Oxford professor 
Dr. John Lennox has said “the more we 
get to know about our universe, the 
more the hypothesis that there is a 
Creator…gains in credibility as the best 
explanation of why we are here.”   
 
The greatest miracle of all time, with-
out any close seconds, is the universe.  
It is the miracle of all miracles, one that 
ineluctably points with the combined 
brightness of every star to something – 
or  Someone – beyond itself. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

for Skeptical Inquirer magazine: “In light 
of new findings and insights, it seems ap-
propriate to put excessive euphoria to 
rest…We should quietly admit that the 
early estimates…may no longer be tenable.”  
 
As factors continued to be discovered, the 
number of possible planets hit zero, and 
kept going.  In other words, the odds 
turned against any planet in the universe 
supporting life, including this one.  Pro-
bability said that even we shouldn’t be 
here.   Today   there  are   more  than   200  
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THE WINTER-SPRING-FALL SCHEDULE: 
 
 February 15         AFTERNOON OF RECOLLECTION, by Fr. James Kubicki, S.J.  (at Sacred Heart Church) 
 
March 15              THE PERILS OF WORKING AT A CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY, by Prof. John McAdams 
 
April 19                 HISTORY OF ST. FRANCIS DE SALES SEMINARY, AND PRIESTLY FORMATION, 
                              by Fr. John Hemsing, Rector 
 
May 17                 TO BE ANNOUNCED 
 
September 20     TO BE ANNOUNCED 
 
October 11          MSGR. POPEK AWARD DINNER----Recipient:    Rev. Fr. Dennis Kleinmann 
 
November 15      TO BE ANNOUNCED 
 
December 13      MSGR. POPEK BIRTHDAY/CHRISTMAS DINNER 
 
January 17          TO BE ANNOUNCED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you do not want to receive 
this e-Newsletter, please type 

 
“Unsubscribe” 

 
at CUFMIL@wi.rr.com and we  

will remove your name  
from our list. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

  Join us March 15 to hear 
Prof. John McAdams   

 “The Perils of Working at a Catholic University”  
 
 

 
 

Come and bring a friend to hear 
 

Fr. James Kubicki, S.J. 
National Director, Apostleship of Prayer 

Present 
 

“An Afternoon of Recollection” 
 

Sunday, February 15 
Sacred Heart Church 
  917 North 49th Street 
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  To Support ,  Defend and Advance the Efforts  of  the Teaching Church 


