
If you plan to attend this dinner on December 14, please fill out the registration form below and mail it to: 

                                                                    ANN TAUCHER 

                                                                   6235 Walnut Lane, Unit A12 

                                                                    Cudahy, WI  53110 

Your reservation must be postmarked by Friday, December 5.  Make your checks payable to “St. Gregory VII – CUF” 

Your dinner selection of (1) BURGUNDY MARINATED SIRLOIN, (2) BAKED CHICKEN BREAST, or (3) BAKED 
COD ALMONDINE will be made AT THE DINNER. 

        May Our Lord br ing you much love , laughter , and many bles s ings  during this  Holy Season. 

         _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

              Name:_____________________________________________Phone:_____________________ 

              Address:_____________________________________________State:______Zip:____________ 

              Please indicate the number of dinners:     _____Dinner(s) @ $25 per adult:      $__________ 

                                                                                _____Dinner(s) @ $19 per student:  $__________ 

                                                                                              and/or Chapter donation:  $__________ 

                                                                                                                Total enclosed:  $__________ 

        

YOUR DINNER RESERVATION MUST BE POSTMARKED BY DECEMBER 5 

PLAN TO ATTEND CHRISTMAS/BIRTHDAY DINNER DEC. 14 
Our annual Christmas/Birthday “get-together” is an extension of a custom that 
began as a celebration of Msgr. Alphonse Popek’s December 9th birthday during 
the time he was the spiritual director of this Chapter.  This tradition has 
continued since his death in 1986.    

There will not be a formal address or “speaker,” but there will be a short time 
after dinner, for anyone who wishes, to share a fond memory  of this holy priest 
who touched the lives of many during his generous service to Christ’s Church.  
We will also hear a short report on the “State of the Chapter” from our 
president, Al Szews. 

In addition, DVDs of Fr. Corapi’s address, which he prepared for our Chapter 
as the 2008 recipient of the Msgr. Alphonse S. Popek Award, and which was 
shown at the Award Dinner on October 12, will be available for purchase at 
this December 14th dinner.  Those in attendance can purchase the first DVD 
for $5 and additional copies for $10 each.  DVDs can also be ordered from the 
Chapter for $10 each (plus $1 postage) by calling Al Szews at 414/321-9377.   
PLEASE JOIN US FOR DINNER… 

              WHERE:  KLEMMER’S BANQUET CENTER  

                                    10401 West Oklahoma Avenue 

                WHEN:  SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14TH 

                   TIME:   5:00 p.m.  Cash bar 

                                      6:00 p.m.  Dinner 
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BIRMINGHAM BISHOP “NIXES” CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT COLLECTION 
 

Book of the Month: “City of the Golden 
House,”  Author: Madeleine Polland 
Publisher: Hillside Education, 2006 
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YOUR SUPPORT OF THE MADONNA CHRISTMAS STAMP IS IMPORTANT 
    

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW FOR CUF MEETING DATES IN SPRING OF 2009 
. 

 

”MEN OF CHRIST” AND “WOMEN OF CHRIST” CONFERENCES SET FOR JAN. AND FEB.  
 

The “A lame Roman boy and his young 
British slave discover danger and triumph 
when they become a part of the under-
ground Christian movement in Nero’s 
decadent Rome.”   
 
“The search for faith and healing in this 
moving tale intertwine with the larger story 
of St. Peter’s last days in Rome and the 
fate of Christians in Nero’s reign.” 
 
This exciting story involves a slave and a 
cripple, a saint and a Roman officer, an 
Emperor, and a conspirator – in a city on 
fire!  It could be a great Christmas gift for 
the junior high or senior high student in 
your life. 
 
Contributors of $12 or more to the Chapter per 
year are entitled to discounts on all books displayed 
at CUF meetings.  

 

  Catholics United for the Faith 

According to a directive issued on November 16, by Most Rev. Robert Baker, S.T.D., Bishop of Birmingham, Alabama, 
his diocese, this year, will “take up a collection for the Church in Latin America on November 22nd and 23rd rather than 
the scheduled Campaign for Human Development.”  Needless to say, in light of recent concerns regarding the funding 
of the ACORN organization by the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD), we can only hope that this 
was not the only diocese to take this action.  Anyone who would like to personally thank the bishop, can reach him at:  
P.O. Box 12407, Birmingham, AL  35202 

When sending out your Christmas cards this year, you might want to consider buying enough stamps to cover your 
mailing costs during 2009.  Christmas stamps work just as well in July as they do in December, and it would be a reminder 
to the Post Office that Christians do value this public affirmation of the Christian faith, and especially, Catholicism.  If 
these stamps are not purchased in respectable numbers, we risk the possibility that the “religious” stamp could be 
discontinued, which would be unfortunate.   Using these lovely stamps is yet another way we can work to “Keep Christ in 
Christmas.” 

Even though the speakers have not yet been finalized for our “second semester” meetings, you might want to make a 
note of the dates.  Sunday afternoon meetings have been scheduled for January 18, February 15, March 15, April 19 
and May 17.  In keeping with our past policy, the February meeting will be an “Afternoon of Recollection” in pre-
paration for Lent, which begins the 25th on Ash Wednesday.   (Contact us if you have a “speaker/topic” suggestion.)  

The third annual “Men of Christ Conference” will be held on Saturday, January 10th at the Washington County Pavilion 
in West Bend.  Fathers are encouraged to bring their sons to find out how to build strong, virtuous, brave Christian men.  
For more information, visit the website at www.MenofChrist.net   
 
The “Women of Christ Conference” is set for Saturday, February 28th, also at the Washington County Pavilion in West 
Bend.  Speakers will include Mother Assumpta Long, founder of the religious order, Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of 
the Eucharist, and Dr. Ray Guarendi, popular Relevant Radio personality.  For more information call 414-312-7384,  visit 
the website at www.WomenofChrist.net, or “gmail” at, WomenofChrist@gmail.com 
 



 

EMPLOYEE NEWSLETTER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Diocese of LaCrosse 
Office of the Bishop, Most Reverend Jerome E. Listecki 
P.O. Box 4004, La Crosse, WI  54602-4004 
 
Letter from Bishop Listecki to be Read at Masses the Weekend of November 1-2, 2008 
 
                                                                                    

 

There are times when a Bishop feels 
with special intensity his res-
ponsibility for the faithful entrusted 
to him by our Lord, Jesus Christ.  For 
me, this is one of those times.   

On Tuesday, November 4 we face the 
challenge of shaping our nation and 
its values through the elections.  
There are important issues before us 
— issues like the economy, the con-
flicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, af-
fordable healthcare and immigration 
reform, among many others. 

But as your Bishop, I feel responsible 
before God to say that towering above 
all other issues is the foundational 
right to life and its catastrophic 
violation by abortion.  In the words of 
Pope Benedict XVI:  “Life is the 
primary good we have received from 
God, the foundation of all the others.  
Guaranteeing the right to life is a duty 
upon which the future of humanity 
depends.”   

This is the civil rights issue of our day.  
Since Roe vs. Wade in 1973, 48 
million innocent unborn children 
have been killed by abortion in the 
United States alone.  That is more 
than 3000 each day, one every 30 
seconds.  As followers of Christ we 
are called to speak the truth, to shout 
it from the rooftops, to vote for 
people and policies that defend the 
vulnerable and the oppressed. 

Many of us recall the images of 
Catholic priests, sisters and lay 
faithful who marched shoulder to 
shoulder with African-Americans to 
fight the evil of racial discrimination.  
The Church made her voice clear, so 
that everyone would see and know the 
truth about racism, and act to change 
it.  But there has been no evil in the 
history of this country greater than 
abortion,  both  for its  horror and for  

 

 

 
“But as your Bishop, I 
feel responsible before 

God to say that 
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would destroy even those pro-life 
gains that have been made in spite of 
Roe vs. Wade.  I refer especially to 
the so-called Freedom of Choice Act.  
Politicians who support it are 
reluctant to talk about it right now, 
and the media do not seem inclined 
to bring it up.   
 
But there are those running for office 
who are pushing for passage of this 
bill.  What would the Freedom of 
Choice Act do? 
 
+It would sweep away hundreds of 
pro-life laws limiting abortion that 
have been established by com-
munities and citizens that clearly see 
the evil of abortion; 
 
+It would remove bans against the 
public funding of abortion, so that 
you could be forced to help pay for 
abortions through your tax dollars; 
  

+It would strip away state laws 
requiring the fully informed consent 
of women seeking abortion; 
 
+It would threaten laws that require 
the notification of parents with 
regard to minors seeking abortion; 
 
+It would undermine the conscience 
protection currently given to doctors 
and nurses who want nothing to do 
with abortion.  
 
This is a frightening scenario. 
 
As your Bishop, I do not endorse 
candidates or parties.  But I cannot 
and will not sit on the sidelines when 
matters that go to the very heart of 
the Gospel are at stake. 
 
I ask you to learn where candidates 
stand on the fundamental  right to 
life, especially those running for 
highest office.  Study their words and 
their records.  Learn their position 
on the Freedom of Choice Act.  
Consider who would do the most to 
defend the lives of the innocent 
unborn. 
 
Between now and Tuesday, I ask you 
to join me in praying and offering 
sacrifices for our nation, the 
elections and the cause of life.  And 
as you go to cast your vote, I urge you 
to reflect on the words of Sacred 
Scripture:   
 
“I have set before you life and death, 
the blessing and the curse.  Choose 
life, then, that you and your descen-
dants may live” (Deuteronomy 
30:19). 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Rev. Jerome E. Listecki 

Bishop of La Crosse 

.  

 

 

its  magnitude.  Now we are faced with   
candidates,   platforms  and   proposed 
legislation that offer clear choices.   On 
the  one  hand,    we  see  persons  and 
policies  that  would  seek  greater  pro-
tection   for  our  unborn  sisters   and 
brothers, helping to foster a culture of 
life.   On the other hand  we see forces 
of  a  deepening  culture  of death that 
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